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looking ahead……. 

Next Sunday we will be welcoming the Gideons to both services who  will 

be telling us about their work  and encouraging us all to read our Bibles 

This week  This evening Taize service at St. Peters  6.30 

Wednesday     Toddler Group at 9.30am; Prayer and Praise @ the Vicar-

age 7.30p.m    (Followed by Compline at 9p.m.) 

Thursday   Holy Communion at 9.45am and Lunch Club  

7p.m. International meal in Welcome Centre 

What is Advent? 

It is the period including four Sundays running up 

to Christmas. It is a time of waiting and preparing 

and reminding ourselves that  a central part of 

our Christian faith is the knowledge that Jesus has 

promised to come again.  As part of a discipline of 

prayer, waiting on God, confession and repentance there will be a weekly ser-

vice of Compline in church nightly  Mon—Saturday at 8p.m. (Wed 9p.m.) 

What is the International meal?  For a number of years now Richard and Ingrid 

Hanson have organised a meal on the first Thursday of every month. As its name im-

plies it is to welcome  our international friends to a shared meal where friendships can 

be built and deepened over some excellent food.  Members of Christ Church are more 

than welcome to come along. Offers of food are always welcomed. This month the 

local Sage Greenfingers project is providing pumpkin soup from produce gown on Plot 

103, they will be showing  a short film about their work. 

December Prayer Diary 

Please use this to pray regularly for our church and community 

A sad occasion takes place next Friday morning at Christ Church at 9.30a.m.  

The funeral service of Merline Brown will be taking place. Merline attended 

lunch club and brought up her family of eight children in Pitsmoor. 

Please pass this newsletter on when you have read it 
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Sunday 

2nd December 

Its hotting up for Christmas! 

What no Christmas ‘do’?   We’ve been so grateful to 

Ann Heafield over the past years in being the driving force 

behind a church Christmas ‘do’. This year Ange is offering  

two dinners! 

The first on  Thursday 20th is an evening meal costing £5, everyone is invited. The 

aim for the meal is to have a lot of fun and to raise some finance for the Christmas 

day dinner cooked by Yvonne and Ange for those who otherwise might be on their 

own for Christmas Day.  Get your booking into Ange! 

Advert cards are nearly ready for delivering around our streets. I have asked our 

friends  at the prison print shop to print 1500. It would be great if everyone could 

take some and give them to neighbours with a personal invite—particularly for the 

carol service on the 16th. 

Lunch Club have their  Christmas dinner on the 13th. Rainbow’s End has a whole 

range of activities: Father Christmas on 14th (3.30—7.30), Christmas stories from 

around the world on 15th with Bishop Steven followed by Carols on Ellesmere Green  



Christmas Party for the Girls    

 Sunday 16th December, from 1-4pm 

At Hannah’s house, 46 Shirecliffe Lane 

Please  chat to Hannah for more info 

Christmas cards to church members 

Last year some of us raised money for TEAR FUND by putting one card on 

the church board to the church family and donating what we saved on 

separate cards for friends in Christchurch.  We hope to do the same 

again—so here’s a reminder BEFORE you buy all those extra cards.   

There will be envelopes for donations in December. 

Element Christmas  Fancy Dress Party on Tuesday 11 Dec at 7.30pm  

 at Hannah’s House, 46 Shirecliffe Lane 

Assist Carol Service 

Sunday 9th Dec, 3-4.30pm at St Mary’s Bramall Lane 

Philip is giving a short word! 

Please continue to pray for our  friends who are undergoing hospital treatment: 

David Skinner, Jackie, Carol, Mukulili, Robert, Andrew. Make them a focus for 

your prayers and remember their families. 

Thank you if you remembered the Democratic Republic of Congo in your prayers. 

A peace deal has been brokered and the M23 rebels have retreated but the situa-

tion is still very unstable. 

Prayer diaries are available at the back. 

Books:  There is a copy of Daily Bread (Oct-Dec ‘12) on the bookstall avail-

able at a  reduced £1 (from £3.99). Why not 

buy it and use it as a discipline for Advent?  

The Book Stall and Library is now getting     

underway. Feel free to borrow books with a 

library sticker on them. A donation is optional, 

but any money donated helps us build up our 

stock of books. Charlie McQuaid is now our 

bookstall rep., mnay thanks to Jane Skinner 

for running the bookstall in recent years. 

Bishop Steven’s Christmas letter:  Come in love. Take your coat off. 
Sit down. Make yourself at home.   

Those are lovely words to hear when someone opens 
the door, especially on a cold night. Visiting other peo-
ple’s houses is less common than it used to be. But it’s 
still not that unusual to go to someone’s house for a 
meeting or a meal or a welcome.     And I always enjoy 
that moment when we are expecting visitors at home 
when the doorbell rings and we come and open the 
door and welcome someone in.    Advent is the time of 
year when we thinking about welcoming Christ into our 
world and into our lives. We prepare to celebrate 

Christmas and we remember the way the world looked forward to his birth. We 
remember the welcome he was given by the angels, the shepherds and the 
kings.    We look forward as well to the day when Christ will return as King to judge 
the living and the dead and the way we will welcome him at the end of the ages. 
But I hope you will take time this month to think about all the ways in which we 
welcome the presence of the risen Christ in many different ways in our everyday 
living.     Acts 16 tells the story of a business woman called Lydia. Paul told her the 
good news about Jesus in a place called Philippi. Acts tells us that the Lord opened 
her heart to the words Paul brought. There was a way for Jesus to enter into her 
life and for Lydia to enter into the life of Jesus.    In Revelation 3, we see the risen 
Jesus knocking at the door of the Church in a place called Laodicaea.  “Listen, I 
stand at the door and knock”, he says. “If anyone hears me knocking let them open 
the door and I will come in and eat with him and he will eat with me”.    It’s an invi-
tation to friendship and fellowship: a warm welcome in this winter season.   Come 
in Lord. Take your coat off. Sit down. Make yourself at home.  +Steven 


