
If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically each 

week please email Philip on  Ireson61@gmail.com  or alterna-

tively download it from christchurchpitsmoor.com                       

looking ahead……. 

Come carol singing round the parish on  19th at 6.30p.m.  

Pye Bank School  children are performing a Nativity on 

20th, 3.45 in the Welcome Centre. Everyone is welcome. We 

will be having some refreshments afterwards. 

We are planning our totally memorable all-comers Nativity 

on 23rd at 11a.m., so come and be your favourite character 

and discover  something new about the Christmas story! 

This week  This evening at St. Peters at 6.30 

Wednesday     Toddler Group at 9.30am; Prayer and Praise @ the Vicar-

age 7.30p.m     

Thursday   Holy Communion at 9.45am and Lunch Club Xmas lunch 

PCC meeting at 7.30pm at vicarage 

Church Walks: We really do have a wonderful time  of fellowship and exer-

cise on our monthly walks. Last Saturday we set off from Fox House, walked 

down through Padley Gorge which looked stunning in the low Winter sun-

shine. At the bottom of the gorge we turned right at Grindleford Station and 

made  the short journey along to the evocative Padley Chapel, scene of the 

arrest of two Catholic  priests in the persecutions of the  1580s and now a Re-

treat centre for Diocese of Hallam.  After a cup of tea at the famous station 

café we walked uphill to the Longshaw Estate and back to Fox House. All in all 

a leisurely 4 miles. The next two walks will be on  26th January and 24th Feb-

ruary, why not put those dates in your diary now! A good  New Year’s resolu-

tion. 

The funeral of Merline Brown at Christ Church  was attended by  150 peo-

ple on Friday. Merline was remembered fondly by her friends and family in 

a service of music, testimony and faith. 

Please pass this newsletter on when you have read it 
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Sunday 

9th December 

Please support  Ange’s Christmas dinner on Thursday 20th. 

Menus are available. Please reply by December 16th. The 

event is to help raise money for the Christmas Day meal. 

Invites for our Christmas service are available at the back  along 

with a list of streets in the parish. We have 1500 invites to get 

out. It would be a huge help if you could take some invites for 

your own street or if you do not live in the parish a street or road 

you could deliver to. We’re aiming to do this prayerfully, you never 

know who God will bring across your path as you put invites 

through doors! 

Do pop down to Rainbow’s End  at the end of this week. Friday (14th)  Father 

Christmas will be at the shop from 3.30 til 7.30. Saturday 15th 2—4.30p.m,. Stories 

from around the world. Carol singing on Ellesmere Green Saturday 15th 6.30—7.30 

A big ‘thank you’ to  Kate and the singers for leading  an Advent Taize service at St. 

Peter’s  last Sunday evening, great to be with friends from St. Peter’s and 

Grenoside. 



 

Christmas Party for the Girls    

 Sunday 16th December, from 1-4pm 

At Hannah’s house, 46 Shirecliffe Lane 

Please chat to Hannah for more info 

Christmas cards to church members 

Last year some of us raised money for TEAR FUND by putting one card on 

the church board to the church family and donating what we saved on 

separate cards for friends in Christchurch.  We hope to do the same 

again—so here’s a reminder BEFORE you buy all those extra cards.   

There will be envelopes for donations in December. 

Assist Carol Service 

This afternoon  3-4.30pm at St Mary’s Bramall Lane 

See Philip if you would like a life. 

 
Today we welcome representatives from the Gideons who will 
speak at both services 
In 1899 three commercial travellers in the USA formed an association 
of Christian businessmen to encourage each other in their Christian 

faith and to spread knowledge of God through personal evangelism 
and united service for the Lord Jesus Christ.  
They chose the name Gideons after an Old Testament leader who, 
with a few chosen men, did a great work for God. 

Today, over 250,000 members work in over 190 countries placing a 
total of over 80 million copies of the Word of God annually as well as 
witnessing personally for Christ. Internationally over 1.5 billion Scrip-

tures have been presented.  
The Gideon’s  objective is to share God's message of salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ by personal witness and through placing 
Bibles and New Testaments into people's hands.  
To date over 30 million Gideon Bibles and Testaments have been pre-
sented nationally and there are 5,000 members involved in the work 

Could Creche helpers please see Frances today or ring the Vicarage to 

check availability for January through to Easter.  

 

Element Christmas  Fancy Dress Party on Tuesday 11 Dec at 7.30pm  

 at Hannah’s House, 46 Shirecliffe Lane 

 A TNS poll for Tearfund this week found the unemployed to be more 

honest in society, when it comes to some everyday scruples. When asked 

if they would keep quiet when given too much change, 54% of people not 

working said they wouldn’t keep quiet, compared with 41% of those in 

work.  Tearfund, a Christian relief and development agency, asked more 

than 1200 people some straight forward questions on personal integrity 

ahead of UN Anti-Corruption Day (9 Dec).The UK poll asked whether 

people would report an error in a bank account, crediting a refund 

twice.  56% of people out of work say they would report it, while only 39% 

of those in work would do so. When it comes to a supermarket self-service 

checkout error not charging for an item, although less than half, it’s still the 

unemployed (45%) who are more likely to own up than those working 

(37%).Other interesting results find that less than half of people polled 

would tell the bank if the cash machine gave us more than our account was 

debited. And among 16-24 year olds only 28% would tell the bank, con-

trasting with 51% of people over 65.More reassuringly, only 19% of young 

people (under 24) would wear a newly purchased item of clothing and re-

turn it - and just 5% of those over 64. However, just over two thirds of us 

(67%) have no problem using the office stationery or photocopier for our 

own use. Tearfund is campaigning against corruption, which has a 

huge impact on many of the world’s poorest communities and destroys 

many efforts to tackle poverty. 

 The Christian relief and development agency commissioned the poll to bring 

the issues closer to home.“Corruption is a global problem, and a scourge 

on society, which we all rightly condemn in others,” says Laura Taylor, Tear-

fund’s Head of Public Policy. “But perhaps this poll shows us that we too are 

tempted to take more than we should if we think we can get away with it. 

And while these examples don’t have a massive effect on others, wide-

spread corruption costs Africa around £3,000 a second." 


