
April 12th— May 31st 2015  

Giving to God  

Christ Church Pitsmoor  Teaching series 



Introduction 

Our starting point in our giving series is God himself.  In Romans 8, Paul  writes this: “He 

who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, will He not also give us all 

things with him?”  I get worried that if I give something away I might not have enough 

left. This applies to my money, my time, my energy, my space. 

For ten years we attended a church at Woodlands, North Doncaster. All Saints was situ-

ated on a very needy housing estate left high and dry by the closure of the local pit in 

the 90s.  When we joined the church in 2001 the estate was very run down, crime was 

high and the community was quite broken.  The church had retreated into itself and felt 

threatened by a community which seemed to want to take rather than give. Every now 

and then the church would get ‘invaded’ especially by  large baptism parties who vastly 

outnumbered the regulars. 

At that time I had  a picture in my mind of an orchard full of ripe fruits. To my annoyance 

children climbed the fence and stole the fruits. God said, “The more they pick, and the 

more you allow them to pick, the more fruit I will grow” 

In John 12:24 Jesus says, “Unless a grain of wheat is buried in the ground and dies, it 

remains alone, but if it dies it will bear much fruit”. 

The church gradually opened itself up to the community. It helped revive the Woodlands 

Festival. On a  very wet May Bank Holiday, the Festival outside had to come inside the 

church building and so started a fruitful  partnership. The youth work began to flourish 

as we discovered that small children loved the vast open spaces inside All Saints and 

instinctively knew how to respond to God’s love and care. A decade on All Saints is a 

very different place. It has learnt the lesson that God’s resources never run out, they 

never fail.   

Individual Christians and the whole church need to learn  that  if you hang onto your 

resources they go rotten and shrivel away, if you copy the Father and give freely of your 

time, your courage, your money, your possessions, your cherished traditions, then God 

blesses you exceedingly more than you could ever imagine.  

Our series centres itself around a generous loving Father who can never be out-given. I 

hope that you will gain a renewed  confidence in giving of yourself to God. 

                                          Philip 

It is 35 years since Bishop Oscar Romero was murdered in his Cathedral 

in El Salvador. Interestingly Bishop Oscar had been one of the most out-

spoken conservative critics of a new liberation theology which led priests 

to work with the poor and marginalised. Bishop Oscar’s mind was 

changed  by the murder of a friend, a priest, who died  as a result of his 

commitment to social justice. Oscar began to speak out against the re-

pression of the people in El Salvador through a series of radio broad-

casts which made him  a marked man in the middle of a savage civil war 

which left 75,000 Salvadorans dead and one million displaced as refu-

gees from the country, and a further one million homeless.  On March 

24th 1980 he was gunned down. Just a few days before, he had  prophe-

sied, “A Bishop will die, but the Church of God– the people– will not per-

ish” 

Oscar wrote: 

It helps, now and then, to step back and take 

the long view. The kingdom of God is not only 

beyond our efforts, it is beyond our vision. We 

accomplish in our life-time only a tiny fraction of 

the magnificent enterprise which is the Lord’s work. Nothing we do is 

complete, which is another way of saying that the Kingdom always lies 

beyond us. No sermon says all that should be said. No prayer fully ex-

presses our faith. No confession brings perfection. No pastoral visit 

brings wholeness. No programme accomplishes the  Church’s mission. 

No set of goals and objectives includes everything. That is what we are 

about. We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water seeds al-

ready planted knowing that they hold future promise. We lay foundations 

that will need further development. We provide yeast that affects far be-

yond our capabilities. We  cannot do  everything and there is a sense of 

liberation in realizing hat. This enables us to do something, and to do it 

very, very well. It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along 

the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest. 

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the 

master builder and the worker. We are workers, not master builders, min-

isters  not messiahs. We are prophets of a future that is not our own. 
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April 12, 2015 

The Church is where giving happens 

Acts 4:32-35 John 20: 19-31 

“There was not a needy person among them” Acts 

4 :34 

 

Lucian lived between 120 and 200 AD. He was 

a Greek satirist and opponent of anything reli-

gious (which he grouped together as supersti-

tions). Yet when he saw the generosity of the 

Christian church he wrote: “It is incredible to 

see the fervour with which the people of that 

religion help each other in their wants. They 

spare nothing. Their first legislator [Jesus] has put it in their heads 

that they are brothers.”  

 

The cause of the difference which Lucian observed among the Chris-

tians was the presence of the Holy Spirit producing power in their wit-

ness. Our God is generous; and when we devote ourselves to him 

and he works among us, he makes us generous like himself. Then 

many see the works of the Lord and they want to know the Saviour.  

 

      To think about: 

Do you remember our In/out/up? ‘In’ is our life as a com-

munity, ‘out’ is our outreach. ‘up’ is a relationship with God. 

If Lucian visited Christ Church would he see fervour? 

How much time do you give  pastorally to  support and men-

tor  each other? 

Is your giving generous? 

For Prayer 

Ask the Holy Spirit to make you more aware of Him in your 

life. 

Pray for  more fervour in your Christian life 

  May 31, 2015  

The Trinity as a community of giving   

Isaiah 6:1-8: Gospel John 14:15-21 

Trinity as community – becoming a part of who God is and what God is do-

ing 

 Sam Allberry writes: 

Neptune was the first planet to be discovered by mathematics rather than 
by observation. It wasn’t that someone chanced upon it while looking 
through a telescope one day, but that they had worked out that it must exist 
and even where it would be. John Couch Adams in the 1840s and others 
had noticed various irregularities in the orbit of Uranus. It deviated signifi-
cantly from its expected path. The only explanation was that there was 
something else out there, some other planetary body whose gravity was 
tugging away at it and causing it to move out of its predicted orbit. Individu-
als like Adams were able to extrapolate from these irregularities exactly 
where this other planet must be. None of them ever needed to have seen it. 
The existence and location of Neptune was a mathematical certainty before 
they ever set eyes on it. 
 
The church is to be marked by the unity of God the Trinity. Our life together 
is to reflect that same love, mutual delight and other-person-centredness 
that characterizes the relationships of the Father, Son and Spirit. And as the 
world looks on, it will see what appear to be all sorts of irregularities, devia-
tions from the normal paths of behaviour: Christians showing unworldly care 
and concern for one another. Hearts, wallets and homes cheerfully opened 
to help those in need. Those from backgrounds you wouldn’t normally see 
together enjoying their unity in Christ. Believers very different from one an-
other but lit by a love of meeting together, of praising their Saviour and tak-
ing his word to heart. 
 
All these things should be deeply curious irregularities to a watching world: 
lines of behaviour that do not move in the directions people have come to 
expect. An orbit of life that is unmistakably different. Instances of deep love 
that indicate beyond doubt the gravitational pull of a greater and unseen 
presence. An undeniable sign that this community of believers is being held 
together by nothing less than a love that is divine in origin. The spectator 
who begins to extrapolate from these earth-bound irregularities will, in the 
end, be directed to the perfect heavenly analogue of them all. The only ex-
planation for a church like this can, ultimately, only be the reality of God the 
Trinity. 
Underline passages which speak to you and act on them. 
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 April 19, 2015 

Giving begins with our relationship to God 

 

Psalm 4  Luke 24:36-48 

Psalm 4:  

This is the Up direction. Our relation-

ship to God. Everything in our Chris-

tian lives comes from getting this di-

rection right. 

 

Notice in the Psalm: 

(reading from RSV) 

1 In distress God gives us room. (Distress often shuts us in and clos-

es us down) 

3 God hears our calls 

5 Offer right sacrifices (giving) and trust God 

7 God’s joy is better than any possession 

8 God’s peace makes me sleep secure 

 

And all this when many people love lies (3) and say (6) “what is the 

point in worshiping God?” 

 

To think about: 

So when I have got this alignment right what do I do to keep it? 

Do I see prayer as an investment? 

Do I spend money on bible/reading and study training materials? 

Am I regular in worship?  

Is confession something I do regularly? 

 

Prayer 

Am I  aware of God ‘straightening out’ my life? 

Is there anything I need to confess now? 

May 24, 2015 DAY OF PENTECOST -  

The gift of the Spirit   

Acts 2:1-21: Ephesians 4:11-16, Gospel  John 14:15-17 

 

John 14:16 The Spirit sent 

by the Father will be like hav-

ing Jesus beside us and in-

side us 24/7 

God’s will is that every Chris-

tian will have a measure of 

the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 

12:7). No one is left out. 

 

To think about:  

Read Ephesians 4:11-16 

 

Look at your individual strengths and weaknesses. How can you  

maximize what you are good at and work on your weaknesses  and 

not make excuses for them? 

It is exciting that several people at Christ Church are stretching 

themselves in response to God’s call on their lives. 

 

Paul also gives another list of possible callings in  Romans  12:7-8, 

look at these gifts which are vital for the body of Christ to grow 

strong: 

Service, teaching, encouraging, giving, helping, giving mercy to 

those in need. 

What is God saying to you? 

Write it here 

 

Tell someone and act! Look out for other’s gifts. 
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April 26th    

Giving and receiving  helps us to respond to what  God  

has done for us 

 

Psalm 23  John 10:1– 10 

 

Read Psalm 23: 

This is what God does for us: 

He guides us  

He leads us 

He protests us 

He strengthens us 

He feeds us 

He anoints us 

He prepares a place for us in eternity 

To think about: 

If God always provides for us in every situation can’t we be free 

to give freely? 

How much do we sacrifice our own comfort to help others? 

What is good help?  ie how do we help people to be strong and 

not dependent and take on more (on the whole do we put in as 

much as we take out?) 

With the strength God gives us how are we to be shepherds to 

others in need?  

 

Prayer 

Am I aware of the abundant resources God has for me in all sit-

uations? Re-read Psalm 23. Do I believe this? 

“Lord, help my unbelief.”  — Name situations where you do not 

trust God to provide. 

John 10:10  I have come that they may have abundant life 

 May 17, 2015  Giving Sunday             

Financial giving  as a sign of God’s love for us 

 

John 17:6-19: Philippians 4:14-20 

John 17:6  God the Father  gives the Church to 

His Son. This is  the highest form of giving. So 

everything that the church gives, it is only giving 

back what the Father originally gave. 

In Philippians Chapter 4 Paul thanks the  church at Philippi for standing with 

him in the spreading of the Good News, the Gospel.  They did this by send-

ing him a  partnership gift of money. 

Vs 18  Paul calls this a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing 

to God 

Vs 19 Paul assures them that as they give away God will supply their every 

need according to His riches in glory in Christ.. 

 

To think about: 

The cost of running Christ Church: 

Our annual turnover is £70,000. 

Apart from rent we receive from hiring out the Welcome Centre the rest 

comes from money given by church members. 

On average 110 people come to church each Sunday. So a rough calcula-

tion  means that the cost per person per Sunday is £12. 

This year we have pledged to pay £40,000 into the Diocesan Common Fund, 

this is £4000 above what we have been asked to give.  We see this extra 

payment in the light of Philippians 4:15,  a partnership with  Bishop Steven 

and the Gospel. 

Some members of Christ Church tithe their income. This means giving 10% 

of what they have each month. 

 

Prayer 

In the light of our Bible readings spend some time in prayer about your own 

giving. 

Remember God always honours those who give to His work.   What you give  

reflects on how much you love. 
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May 3, 2015 
Giving of our love  as a witness to God’s love 
 
1 John 4:7-21 John 15:1-8 
 
Verse 7 Let us love one another for love is from God 
 8 He who does not love does not know God 
12 If we love one another God abides in us and his love is perfect-
ed in us 
18 There is no fear in love, perfect love casts out fear 
19 We love because He first loved us 
20 If anyone says “I love God” and hates his brother he is a liar 
 
“God’s oneness means he deserves our everything. In other 
words, we must not put God in a compartment — give Him some 
of our heart, some of our soul, split our mind and strength between 
him and four other claimants. Yet this so easily done. We allow 
God some parts of our lives but not others. I say He can have my 
Sundays but not my Saturdays, my church life but not my social 
life, my work, but not my wallet, my industry but not my fantasy. 
For each of us there will be particular areas of our lives that we in-
stinctively want to rope off from God”  Sam Allberry 
 
To think about: 
If someone wrote a biography of my life what evidence would they 
see that  I loved God? 
How aware are you that God loved you before you were even 
aware of his love 
Are you aware of fear in your life? 
What practical things could you change to be more of a witness to 
God’s love? 
 

 

 May 10, 2015 

Giving our lives in love 

 

John 15:9-17  1 John 5:1-5 

 

The greatest  gift is love, and  that free gift comes from 

Christ’s gift – ‘greater love…’ etc 

That wonderful news should  inspire us  to give  of ourselves 

 

God’s love makes us secure, it casts out any fear or inade-

quacy in our lives, it enables us to meet the needs of others 

rather than look to our own needs. 

Read 1 John 4: 7-8 

To think about: 

What stops me from loving some one else? 

 

Is there some one in the church who I need to apologize to? 

 

Is there someone in my past who I need to forgive? 

 

Is there an area in my life which is closed off to  God’s love. 

 

Prayer 

Jesus, thank you that you gave your life for me. As I see your 

example give me the strength, determination and courage to 

give my life to you and to others. 

 

Next week we are thinking about financial giving. Read 

ahead. Ask God to show you how you can express His love 

in your giving. 

Prayer 
May people see that God’s love is real an active in my life 
and in the life of Christ Church. Lord cast out any fear that 
your love is not sufficient enough for me. 
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28th june 



21st June 



14th June 

Exodus 35:20 –35   Created to be Creators 

Perhaps you feel that  the gifts that you could offer church are not upfront ones like 

teaching and preaching. 

We’re going to take a look at an Old Testament passage where Moses and the peo-

ple of Israel are creating  a special place for especially holy things such as the stone 

tablets of the commandments, and the bread of the Presence. 

This holy tabernacle is to be made of the finest materials and the priests serving in it 

are to be dressed in the finest clothes.  

This passage is interesting because it isn’t simply a shopping list it describes the 

hearts of those involved: 

35:5 Offerings for the project come from those with generous hearts 

:10 The creation of this holy place is to be achieved by many people 

:21 Every one—both men and women- who was stirred, and every one  whose spirit 

moved in him brought their offering 

:29 It was a freewill offering coming out of the heart 

30 Bezaliel and Oholiab are filled with the Spirit of God. They are multi-talented       

Michelangelo. They can do the lot! Designs, working in precious metals, wood carv-

ing, precious gems. Embroidery and weaving! 

One of the signs of Godly revival is the explosion of creativity. Be it music writing, 

painting, poetry, carving, building.  

God has created us to be Creators 

What about your creative side? 

What could you offer to the church which makes it more beautiful or inspiring? 

What moves your heart? Is there something which you have always wanted to do 

but were too frightened to do it? 



7th June 

During June we will be looking at practical ways we can work out what 

we have been learning about God’s love and how we can give our lives 

in service to  God and His Church. 

Created for a life-time of good works 

 

Ephesians   3: 14– 19, 4:11– 16 John 17:20-26 

In Ephesians Paul introduces the five-fold ministry 

Pastors, teachers, evangelists, apostles and prophets 

Where am I investing my talents? 

It is exciting that several people at Christ Church are stretching themselves in 

response to God’s call on their lives. 

Charlie’s story: 

 

Giftings: Look at your individual strengths and weaknesses. How can you  

maximize what we are good at and work on your weaknesses  and not make 

excuses for them? 

Paul also gives another list of possible callings in  Romans  12:7-8, look at 

these gifts which are vital for the body of Christ to grow strong: 

Service, teaching, encouraging, giving, helping, giving mercy to those in need. 

Remember that none of this happens in your own strength, it is God who 

calls, and God who provides. 

 

What is God saying to you? 

Write it here 


