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Vicar’s report 2013 

What stands out for me from 2013?  

During the year we had two full immersion baptisms which 

included a memorable service in February with Bishop 

Steven when four candidates were baptised and then 

confirmed along with the other candidates. A packed 

church was full of smiling expectant faces.  

Hannah was priested in July with another packed church of friends and 

supporters. During the year we ran two Alpha courses. 

In October another full church celebrated Harvest and welcomed our 

friends from the Elim church who worship in the Welcome Centre. The 

service included African dancing and some great food afterwards. 

I love the services when our two congregations come together. The church feels full, and new 

friendships are made. I am aiming to have a regular united service in addition to the usual 

Festivals. 

Another stand out moment for me was the visit by Bishop Steven to St. Peters to 

make me Priest in Charge in September.  I continue to lead The Gathering which is 

an informal church at St. Peters on Wednesday lunchtimes. It is attended by up to 

six people who have no or little connection with formal church. I have also been 

excited by several folk putting themselves forward for training. David Reid is going 

forward to train as a Reader, Charlie Mc Quaid as a pastoral worker. 

Being together 

During the year a small group of us have attended the learning 

Community at St. Toms, this has led us to think of different ways of 

learning to be disciples of Jesus. As a result we are encouraging 

everyone at Christ Church to be part of a small group and to be 

prayerfully accountable to another Christian. Over 50 people are 

now regularly involved in small groups at the church. Leaders meet regularly in small core groups. 

Going to New Wine with a party of twenty was another way of deepening relationships within the 

congregation. I am very grateful to Howard and Nick for heading up a very successful men’s retreat 

in November at Sleights. 

Opening the church: 

This happens regularly when we welcome children from local schools. We have had 

visits from Pye Bank, Byron Wood and St. Catherines. We continue to be fully 

involved in teaching and leading assemblies at Pye Bank. We also hosted an evening 

with Bob Hartman and welcomed the Deanery Synod. Opening up the church also 



benefits students and during the year we have welcomed Adrian Bateman from the Yorkshire 

Ministry Course, and Mark Ham from Cuddesdon College as part of his ordination training. We also 

welcome volunteers, particularly through the lunch club and this has been an introduction to church 

for a number of people. I aim to continue opening up the church in 2014. 

Reaching out 

One of my aims is to enable us to have a more visible presence in the community. 

Our projects at Rainbow’s End and Chocolate Box are part of that. . We walked down 

from St. Peters on Good Friday with the Cross. We had a stall at the 

Abbeyfield Festival. Ant worked superbly with Ecclesall church to put 

on a special community weekend in September. Ant and myself are 

out regularly on the streets as Street Pastors. We are starting to get 

to know folk at the Bay Horse and Sportsmen pubs. The welcome is 

always warm. At Christmas we went carol singing 

there. The Community Choir also started during the 

year. 

My heart is in evangelism and I aim to build on the 

many contacts we have in the community. It is great that Ange is on 

a Mission Shaped Ministry course with the Diocese. I will aim to 

encourage more members of Christ Church to feel confident in sharing their faith and invited 

friends and family to church and I will provide Alpha and Start courses for enquirers, I will also 

seek to provide opportunities away from the church to share faith. We will continue to make our 

worship and teaching enjoyable, relevant, challenging and always focused on Jesus Christ. 

One World 

Mention will be made elsewhere of the great work achieved by the 

marvellous lunch club under Nick’s leadership. Suffice also to say that the 

International Meal continues to feed and inspire every month. The Night 

Shelter opened for 230 nights in 2013 and after a scare with the insurance 

the Shelter has enabled us to raise over £25,000 in grants for improvement 

work to the Welcome Centre which will benefit us all.  Our work with 

people of all faiths from overseas deeply enriches the life of the church. I am really delighted that 

Michael Jude was willing to become our Salt and Light officer to link our social 

concerns with the Diocese. My continued aim is to encourage our international 

members into positions of responsibility at Christ Church and for us to listen to 

their experience and  for the church to be encouraged by their 

examples of faith. 

Going through the newsletters for the year, I realize what a full 

year it has been. I am so grateful to the large team at Christ Church who keep this 

busy church functioning and worshiping Jesus.  We can hardly say that we have a 

dull and boring church life. Thank you for your prayers, tolerance, good humour 

and love and there is always the option taken at the holiday club last Easter of the 



gunge tank if you can stand no more…….! 


